
when we hear the country lost over
650,000  jobs in february, it simply con-
firms that our economy has taken a turn for
the worse. As the director of AiHA’s Affiliate
laboratory Programs (the new limited lia-
bility companies formed for laboratory
programs), i personally start to worry about
how the new llcs will perform this year es-
pecially when federal agencies like the
consumer Product safety commission
(cPsc) say that they only want to work with
internationally recognized accredited labo-
ratories (see related story on Page 5). there
are several encouraging signs that make
me feel that our programs are on solid
ground and should make our laboratory
customers feel good about their continued
support and participation in our programs. 

first, the current enrollment numbers for
all of the llcs remain steady and are rela-
tively unchanged from a year ago. while
participation in AiHA laboratory programs
has declined over the past several years pri-
marily due to lab closings and mergers,
there is no indication that the llcs are los-
ing a significant numbers of laboratories (in
any programs) despite this bad economic
news. most laboratory customers see ac-
creditation, proficiency testing and registry
programs as an investment and when faced
with budget deficits, opt to continue these
important services. 

secondly, AiHA Affiliate laboratory Pro-
grams are taking cost-reducing measures
such as avoiding paper copies when we can
use technology, like iweb, to share docu-
ments and encouraging electronic submis-
sions. we are selecting meeting venues
where we can get reduced hotel room rates
and reducing food and beverage orders for
meetings, including our annual reception
at AiHce. since we started an in-depth re-
view and reduction of expenses last year,
we did not have to raise many of our ac-
creditation or proficiency testing fees sig-
nificantly for fiscal year 2009 (unlike our
competitors). while we do not know what
fiscal year 2010 will bring, we will continue
to look for other ways to operate more effi-
ciently and cost effectively.

we are also committed to working with
laboratory customers in these challenging
financial times by allowing special payment
arrangements to be made, which includes
our monthly payment plan.  we have more
labs participating in the Plan since it was
initiated.

Participants in AiHA Affiliate laboratory
Programs should feel confident that we re-
main committed to devoting our resources
to hiring more assessors (three more have
just joined our ranks as trainees) and train-
ing volunteers, which we just did at the
february 2009 meeting in san diego. AiHA
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laboratory Accreditation Programs, llc is also committed
to gaining international recognition this year as well as
advocating for opportunities to have AiHA-accredited labs
eligible to work for federal agencies like the cPsc. we are
equally committed to developing new products and serv-
ices, and soon will convene strategic Advisory groups
under each of the llcs. these will help us identify and
meet our laboratory customers’ needs. in months ahead,
please look for new programs from our affiliate laboratory
programs, including but not limited to, a consumer prod-
uct accreditation program under the AiHA laboratory Ac-
creditation Programs, llc; a new beryllium oxide PAt
Program for AiHA PAt Programs, llc; and a new beryllium
field operations registry under AiHA registry Programs,
llc.

we know times are tough, and we believe an important
part of our role is to actively and proactively support your
business and you.  be assured that your continued partici-
pation in AiHA Affiliate laboratory Programs will help you
through these challenging times. we hope that you are
excited about all of the possibilities that the future holds
and that we remain good and effective partners for years
to come. 

staff Promotions for laboratory
Program llCs
we are pleased to announce these following promotions
in the laboratory Program llcs. these will help us tackle
the scope and breadth of tasks that come along with op-
erating these businesses:

margie breida was promoted to senior manager, opera-
tions, AiHA laboratory Accreditation Programs, llc. she
will be responsible for managing the accreditation staff in
addition to all accreditation volunteer groups, budgets
and the day-to-day operations of the accreditation busi-
ness. 

carter dezio was promoted to manager, AiHA registry
Programs, llc. she will be responsible for managing the
Asbestos Analyst registry and helping to establish new
registry programs (and their associated proficiency test-
ing programs), policies, and contracts as well as staffing a
new registry Programs board. 

Natasha mugambwa was promoted to manager, AiHA
Proficiency Analytical testing Programs, llc. she will be
responsible for managing all PAt programs, policies and

sample vendors so that we are compliant with relevant in-
ternational guidelines as well as managing the volunteers
that will serve on a new PAt board.  

finally, Anthony Hodge was promoted to Assistant man-
ager, AiHA Affiliate laboratory Programs – meaning that
he is not being assigned to one specific llc -- and in this
new role, will work more closely with cheryl morton,  di-
rector of the Affiliate laboratory Programs, to manage
contracts, finances and payment plans for all of the llcs
in addition to enrollment activities for AiHA PAt Pro-
grams, llc.  

Please join us in congratulating margie, Natasha, carter
and tony on their promotions and wishing them well as
they each take on new and expanded responsibilities for
the llcs. below is the updated org chart for the Affiliate
laboratory Programs. 
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orientation and training held
in san diego; award recipients
honored
staff, volunteers and site assessors of AiHA’s Affiliated
laboratory Programs gathered in san diego, cA for their
annual training. An orientation was also provided for nine
members who assumed new roles in the AAb and tAP.  

Attendees were treated to a beautiful sunset!

site Assessor meetiNg
this year, the site assessors met for two days, discussing
policy changes, reviewing consolidation of deficiencies
and expressing deficiencies in the words of the standard.
there was a discussion of whether virtual assessments
could be a useful tool for site assessors who determine
that additional surveillance is needed, but perhaps an on-
site assessment is not needed. Also discussed was the im-
portance of the on-site document review list.

Assessors and staff agreed to provide examples of root
cause analysis and update the “Preparing deficiency re-
sponses” document that is sent to the laboratories. the
assessors also finalized the 2009 Application for Accredita-
tion, which is now available on the website.

other topics of discussion included: cPsc requirements;
lQsr 3.0; and third Party Proficiency testing Providers.
Ad hoc task groups were formed to address the current
guidelines on measurement uncertainty and traceability.

Presentations from site assessors included updates on
methods and method development for beryllium, di-
acetyl, and acetoin. finally, presentations on tem and icP-
ms were provided.

there was time for lunch and networking near the bay!

New member orieNtAtioN
seven new tAP members and two new AAb members
were provided an introduction to governance and struc-
ture, expectations of volunteers, roles and responsibilities,
and an accreditation process overview. A sample tAP re-
view was presented by an experienced tAP reviewer.

geNerAl sessioN
the site assessors, AAb and tAP gathered for a joint ses-
sion to discuss: 2009 policy changes; and quality issues,
including the roles of the various groups in meeting
iso/iec 17011 requirements. Attendees were provided
the opportunity to ask questions of the proficiency testing
providers in attendance.

tAsk force meetiNgs ANd breAkouts
A number of groups took the opportunity to meet while in
san diego, the Asbestos Analysts registry reviewers, the
emlAP/emPAt task force, and the Proficiency testing
task force. members with an interest in lead issues partic-
ipated in a breakout discussion to hear the latest on cPsc
issues.

voluNteers, leAders ANd site Assessors
HoNored
volunteers were also honored at the meeting. this year’s
honories were - Jason dobranic, recipient of the Harriotte
A. Hurley Award for his contributions to the AAb; laura
mcmahon recipient of AAb Past chair Award for leader-
ship and contributions to the AAb; Howard varner recipi-
ent of the Newton whitman Award for tAP reviewer of
the year; and tessie gamber recipient of the evan camp-
bell Award for site Assessor of the year. 

affiliate laboratory Programs
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AAb meetiNg
on friday evening, the AAb met to discuss strategic focus
areas and operational policies.  

tHANks to  our 
PHotogrAPHer, 
sHAliNi sAHA, 
lAborAtory 
AccreditAtioN 
sPeciAlist!

affiliate laboratory Programs
branding
the Affiliate laboratory Programs team is  working hard
to promote awareness of its new llc brands.  since we do
not want to burden our customers with additional costs
this year, we have decided that accredited laboratory cus-
tomers do not need to update their marketing  materials
and websites with the new accreditation logo until Janu-
ary 2010. we will, however, start using our new “look” and
accrediation logo on certificates beginning April 1. 

aiha affiliate laboratory 
Programs @ aihce

this year’s AiHce in toronto will give AiHA Affiliate labo-
ratory Programs staff and volunteers opportunities to dis-
cuss important issues and plan for the future. staff will be
available at the expo hall to answer your questions and
hear your feedback. Please mark your calendars for these
specific events:

AAb meetiNg
the Analytical Accreditation board (AAb) of the AiHA lab-
oratory Accreditation Programs, llc will meet on satur-
day, may 30 to discuss plans to develop an accreditation
program to meet safety rules issued by the consumer
Product safety commission and additional policy revi-
sions to accommodate the reorganization of AiHA labora-
tory programs.  the AAb will also get updates from its
task forces and the other affiliate programs. 

recePtioN for lAborAtory commuNity
AiHA Affiliate laboratory Programs will host a reception
on monday, June 1, from 6:30 pm to 8 pm, for all llc 
volunteers, site assessors, vendors, customers, and others
from the laboratory community.  look for an e-mail invita-
tion in the coming weeks.

exHibit bootHs
there will be an AiHA Affiliate laboratory Programs ex-
hibit booth on display in the expo hall on monday, June 1
through wednesday, June 3 where staff will be available
to answer questions about accreditation, proficiency test-
ing, and registry programs. Nearly two dozen AiHA lAP,
llc Accredited laboratories will also have information
booths on display. we encourage you to check the web-
site to locate the Affiliate laboratory Programs llc booth
and be sure to visit the booths of the laboratories that are
exhibiting. 

for more information about activities at AiHce confer-
ence, please contact cheryl o. morton at
cmorton@aiha.org or (703) 846-0789.

affiliate laboratory Programs

This course is designed for  
laboratory professionals 

interested in learning more about
ISO/IEC 17025:2005 and in apply-
ing for accreditation under AIHA’s

Laboratory Accreditation 
Programs, LLC. 

GET yOur SEAT TOdAy

imProVe your KNowledge 
of iso/ieC 17025:2005 

aihce, sunday, may 31 and monday, June 1 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. | fee: $399/$499
get your seat today by CalliNg 
sage morgaNte at 703-846-0799 

or goiNg oNliNe at the aihce website
http://www.aiha.org/aihce09/education/course.aspx?id=501
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aiha laboratory aCCreditatioN Programs, llC

update on CPsC 
lead Paint testing
AiHA laboratory Accreditation Programs, llc is continu-
ing its dialogue with consumer Product safety commis-
sion officials and legislators about including
AiHA-accredited lead laboratories as recognized third-
party labs for lead paint testing (under 16 cfr 1303), since
we accredit labs for lead in paint using the iso/iec
17025:2005 standard and additional requirements. AiHA
laboratory Accreditation Programs, llc has demon-
strated its compliance with iso/iec 17011 and is recog-
nized by the National cooperation for laboratory
Accreditation—the same standard that ilAc mrA signato-
ries comply with. An update on these discussions will be
soon be provided to our accredited laboratories. 

in the meantime, AiHA-lAP, llc is closer to achieving 
international recognition under the ilAc mrA. this sum-
mer, we expect to undergo a joint evaluation by two ilAc
regional bodies—the Asia Pacific laboratory Accredita-
tion cooperation and the inter America Accreditation co-
operation. should cPsc change its requirements to
include AiHA-accredited labs or we achieve ilAc mrA sta-
tus, our lead labs will automatically be eligible to be listed
as third-party cPsc laboratories for testing painted lead
products. we are also working on a program that will fully
accommodate consumer product testing for lead that we
will launch in the coming months. 

for more information on our cPsc efforts underway,
please  contact cheryl o. morton, at (703) 846-0789 or
cmorton@aiha.org.

New accreditation 
application Posted 

the accreditation application has been updated and is
currently posted on the AiHA lAP, llc website,
http://www.aihaacreditedlabs.com.

in our efforts to reduce the amount of paper generated by
accreditation and re-accreditation applications, AiHA lab-
oratory Accreditation Programs, llc is now accepting ap-
plications on compact discs.  submitting an application
with quality manuals, procedures and records is as simple
as burning files to a cd.  mailing and shipping costs are re-
duced, and time is saved since numerous copies are no

longer required to be printed out or copied.

something else you’ll notice right away is the new name
of the llc and its logo. the name AiHA laboratory Ac-
creditation Programs, llc and its acronym AiHA lAP, llc
now appear on the application. in the coming months, the
new name and logo will be updated and appear on all
documents and policy modules.  to follow is a list of other
changes to the application:

there are minor changes to form 1. the phone number to the
facility being assessed is now required. this is a result of too
many assessors getting lost and only having the phone num-
bers of the corporate headquarters. rarely can the employees
give directions to a remote facility. the next change is that you
must let us know if your finance department requires receipts
with the purchase order. this helps us maintain good relation-
ships with our finance department as well as yours.

form 2c has been removed. if you need to add more methods,
just add lines to the tables in form 2b.

form 4 has been updated to reflect changes in our policy mod-
ules. “Quality Assurance coordinator” is now “Quality man-
ager.” training requirements have also been revised so take
careful note of those changes.

sample procedures and logs are no longer required for initial
accreditation or reaccreditation applications.  

As always, the staff is here to help answer any questions
you may have about the revised application. for more in-
formation on the New Accreditation Application posting
please contact scott goeringer at sgoeringer@aiha.org.

international accreditation day
June 9th 2009 will mark international Accreditation day, a

global initiative jointly
established by the in-
ternational Accredita-
tion forum (iAf) and
international labora-
tory Accreditation co-
operation (ilAc) to raise
awareness of the im-
portance of accredita-
tion-related activities.

Join AiHA’s Affiliate
laboratory Programs in
this campaign to gain
awareness of accredita-
tion. stay tuned for
more information. 

IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall 
AAccccrreeddiittaattiioonn DDaayy

9 June 2009
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Call for aab and taP 
applications
AiHA-lAP, llc is seeking qualified volunteers to fill posi-
tions on the Analytical Accreditation board (AAb) and the
technical Advisory Panel (tAP).  New members will begin
their terms in January 2010. Applications for these posi-
tions are due by June 30, 2009.

the AAb oversees the governance and processes related
to laboratory accreditation, including responsibility for
approving applications submitted for accreditation and
reaccreditation once site assessments are conducted. AAb
members are also responsible for approving policy
changes and participating on ad hoc task forces. 

tAP members advise the AAb on technical laboratory
matters and review 15 percent (soon to be 20 percent) of
all accreditation applications for the major programs: in-
dustrial hygiene; environmental lead; and environmental
microbiology. tAP members conduct a thorough assess-
ment of the accreditation process steps to ensure confor-
mance with policies and technical requirements. 

see www.aiha.org/llc-labaccred/documents.htm for AAb
and tAP applications. for additional information, please
contact margie breida at mbreida@aiha.org.

accreditation Policy Changes to
be Published by may 1, 2009
An article appearing in the february 2009 issue of the
lQAP News highlighted the changes planned for the 2009
accreditation policies. staff anticipated publication of the
updated policies on the website by march 1 with an effec-
tive date of may 1, 2009. Now that administrative changes
reflecting the new llcs need to be made to the accredita-
tion policies, we are postponing the publication date of
the policies on the website to may 1, 2009 with an effec-
tive date the policies of July 1, 2009. Questions regarding
implementation of the policies should be directed to
margie breida at mbreida@aiha.org.

site assessor feedback forms
sending a site assessor on location is one of the most im-
portant of all AiHA-lAP, llcs processes. you can help us
improve this process by completing and submitting the

site assessor feedback form.  

these forms are supplied to you by the laboratory accredi-
tation specialists prior to the assessment and your site as-
sessor will also remind you to submit the form at the close
of your assessment.  the feedback forms help us meet the
requirements of iso17011:2004, the standard for accredi-
tation bodies. later in the year, we will be providing you
with web-based version of the form. 

significant Changes still 
Need to be reported
Although the annual update is no longer required in the
policies reporting of significant changes per 3.8.1 is still
required within 20 business days. the following changes
need to be reported to AiHA staff

Personnel changes that include technical man-
ager and quality manager. check Policy 2A.5 and
the specifics of your accreditation program to en-
sure that these positions fulfill the qualifications
outlined.

facility location and/or ownership—not only is it
required by Policy 3.8.1, but your accreditation
covers only the laboratory as named on the certi-
fication of accreditation and the facility address as
listed.

if your laboratory is not receiving its proficiency testing
samples, the lQAP News, or general correspondence,
please contact shalini saha at ssaha@aiha.org to verify
your address and primary/billing contact. 

2009 Astm Johnson conference: 
standardization of mold response

July 13-15, 2009 burlington, vermont 

aiha laboratory aCCreditatioN Programs, llC 

the Astm conference will highlight practical, science-based ap-
proaches for resolving building mold concerns. Presentations will
focus on the importance of understanding building moisture, diag-
nosing occupant sensitivity , microbial testing (both use and mis-
use), selecting effective response measures, verifying ater-damage.

for more information please contact Hannah sparks at
hsparks@astm.org, tel: 610-832-9677.
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CoNgratulatioNs to aiha’s Newly aCCredited labs
these labs beCame aCCredited betweeN JaN 01, 2009 to aPr 01, 2009 

aiha laboratory aCCreditatioN Programs, llC

orgaNizatioN Name loCatioN

CoViNo eNViroNmeNtal assoCiates, iNC. woburN, ma

rhode islaNd aNalytiCal warwiCK, ri

eNViromed serViCes, iNC merideN, Ct

esis eNViroNmeNtal health laboratory Cromwell, Ct

JlC eNViroNmeNtal CoNsultaNts, iNC. New yorK, Ny

msha - dePartmeNt of labor Pittsburgh, Pa

eNViroNmeNtal testiNg, iNC. middletowN, de

state of North CaroliNa raleigh, NC

miCheliN tire CorPoratioN greeNVille, sC

daVis & floyd, iNC. greeNwood, sC

bureau Veritas North ameriCa KeNNesaw, ga

CeNtral laboratory serV./ tVa ChattaNooga, tN

oaK ridge NatioNal laboratory oaK ridge, tN

KeNtuCKy CabiNet for health aNd 
family serViCes fraNKfort, Ky

grafteCh iNterNatioNal holdiNgs, iNC. Parma, oh

meadwestVaCo safety 
health & eNViroNmeNtal laboratory miamisburg, oh

uNited states eNriChmeNt CorPoratioN PiKetoN, oh

bureau Veritas North ameriCa NoVi, mi

aCCurate aNalytiCal testiNg, llC belleVille, mi

argoNNe NatioNal laboratory argoNNe, il

rCm laboratories, iNC. CouNtryside, il

QuaNtem laboratories oK City, oK

usafsam/oehta brooKs City, tX

fiberQuaNt aNalytiCal serViCes PhoeNiX, az

NVl laboratories, iNC. seattle, wa

als laboratory grouP-eNViroNmeNtal 
diVisioN (edmoNtoN) edmoNtoN, ab

health aNd eNViroNmeNtal 
testiNg laboratory augusta, me

NaVy & mariNe CorPs PubliC health 
CeNter Cihl detaChmeNt NorfolK NorfolK, Va

PeNNimaN aNd browNe, iNC. baltimore, md

illiNois dePartmeNt of PubliC health ChiCago, il

east PeNN maNufaCturiNg ComPaNy lyoN statioN, Pa

diVisioN of federal oCCuP. 
health eNV. laboratory ChiCago, il

dePartmeNt of health aNd 
wellNess PromotioN detroit, mi

Pure earth eNViroNmeNtal 
laboratory, iNC. PeNNsauKeN, NJ

Crest aNalytiCal serViCes, iNC. yoKohama, 0

white eNViroNmeNtal CoNsultaNts hoNolulu, hi

CrisP aNalytiCal laboratories CarrolltoN, tX

doVe eNViroNmeNtal CorPoratioN miami, fl

P&K miCrobiology serViCes Cherry hill, NJ

aerobiology laboratory assoCiates, iNC. atlaNta, ga

emsl aNalytiCal, iNC. orlaNdo, fl

sCs eNgiNeers - eNViroNmeNtal health 
serViCes diVisioN laboratory N las Vegas, NV

loNg islaNd aNalytiCal laboratories, iNC. holbrooK, Ny

Prism aNalytiCal teChNologies, iNC. mt. PleasaNt, mi

biohygieNe laboratories, iNC. torraNCe, Ca

bluePoiNt eNViroNmeNtal, llC syraCuse, Ny

bio-Chem CoNsultiNg serViCes ltd. Calgary, ab

emsl aNalytiCal, iNC. morrisVille, NC

seNsors safety ProduCts, iNC. raleigh, NC

emsl aNalytiCal, iNC. woburN, ma

uNyse labs buffalo, Ny
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New Pat website
the AiHA Proficiency Analytical testing Programs, llc has
launched a new website.  Please visit to www.aihapat.org
to view the new website for the PAt programs. the new
website provides the 2009 PAt Program schedule to help
our busy laboratories as they plan their yearly activities.
the schedule contains all the dates to help your labora-
tory plan for sample receipt, PAt data submission and PAt
report availability. laboratories can also access the PAt
data entry Portal and laboratory reports from the new
website. stock samples and retest sample order forms
which have been previously provided in the PAt sample
kits are now only available online in an effort to reduce
paper. feel free to contact Natasha mugambwa, manager,
AiHA Proficiency testing Programs, llc, at
nmugambwa@aiha.org with any feedback or questions.

Call for Pat board applications 
AiHA Proficiency Analytical testing Programs, llc is seek-
ing qualified volunteers to fill positions on the first Profi-
ciency Analytical testing board (or PAt board) that will be
established in the coming months. the PAt board will
provide technical expertise to the PAt Programs, llc, de-
velop proficiency testing policies, and ensure that labora-
tories participating in the AiHA PAt Programs conform to
the AiHA PAt Program policies and technical require-
ments. 

members will also provide guidance to ensure that the
AiHA PAt Programs, llc conforms to international guide-
lines, perform a quality review of PAt data following test-
ing rounds, select and monitor the performance of PAt
Program subcontractors, review Pt appeals and feedback
submitted by participating laboratories, address AiHA Af-
filiate laboratory Program and contractors’ concerns with
regard to Pt, and contribute to ad hoc task forces as
needed. PAt board members will be required to attend at
least two face-to-face meetings each year, the expenses of
which will generally be covered by the AiHA PAt Pro-
grams, llc. 

Applications, which must be completed and submitted by
June 30, and other information about the AiHA PAt board,
can be found on the AiHA PAt Programs, llc website at
www.aihapat.org under “governance documents.” for
more information, please contact Natasha mugambwa at
nmugambwa@aiha.org or (703) 846-0797. 

reference to Proficiency 
testing in advertising 
the proficiency testing provided by the AiHA PAt Pro-
grams, llc is aimed at assisting participating laboratories
in improving analytical performance. in an effort to mar-
ket their businesses and services, laboratories that partici-
pate in our proficiency testing programs should rightfully
advertise their participation in the AiHA PAt programs. A
laboratory may use its laboratory id number to indicate
participation in one or more AiHA PAt programs, as long
as accreditation is not implied. the following wording
provides a good example of what is acceptable: "xyZ lab-
oratory participates in the AiHA ____ PAt Program, labo-
ratory id Number ______. (blanks are to be filled with the
applicable terms.)

marK your CaleNdars KeeP
these Pat deadliNes iN miNd

aiha ProfiCieNCy aNalytiCal testiNg Programs, llC

InduSTrIAL 
HyGIEnE 
PrOfICIEnCy
AnALyTICAL 
TESTInG PrOGrAm
EnrOLLmEnT
dEAdLInES

rouNd #178
06/01/09
rouNd #179
09/01/09

EnvIrOnmEnTAL
mICrObIOLOGy-
CuLTurAbLE PrO-
fICIEnCy 
AnALyTICAL
TESTInG PrOGrAm
EnrOLLmEnT
dEAdLInES

rouNd #39 
05/15/09
rouNd #40
09/15/09

EnvIrOnmEnTAL
mICrObIOLOGy-dI-
rECT ExAm 
PrOfICIEnCy 
AnALyTICAL 
TESTInG PrOGrAm 
EnrOLLmEnT
dEAdLInES

rouNd #19
06/15/09
rouNd #20
09/15/09

EnvIrOnmEnTAL
mICrObIOLOGy-
CuLTurAbLE And
dIrECT ExAm
COmbInATIOn 
PrOfICIEnCy 
AnALyTICAL
TESTInG PrOGrAm
EnrOLLmEnT
dEAdLInES

rouNd #39
rouNd #19
05/15/09
rouNd #40
rouNd #20
09/15/09

buLk ASbESTOS
PrOfICIEnCy AnA-
LyTICAL
TESTInG PrOGrAm
EnrOLLmEnT
dEAdLInES

rouNd #79
04/25/09
rouNd  #80
07/25/09
rouNd  #81
10/15/09

bEryLLIum 
PrOfICIEnCy 
AnALyTICAL
TESTInG PrOGrAm
EnrOLLmEnT
dEAdLInES

rouNd #20
06/01/09
rouNd #21
10/01/09

tHe PAt scHedule is locAted At
www.AiHA.org/1documeNts/lAb/AAt_Pt_scHedule.Pdf
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aiha registry Programs, llC

Asbestos Analysts registry Participant,

i am writing today to notify your organization of numerous changes and improvements to the Asbestos Analysts registry (AAr) and its asso-
ciated Asbestos Analysts testing (AAt) program. through the lQAP Newsletter and various e-mails, you have already been introduced to
some of the information below, but i wanted to ensure that each participating AAr organization was individually notified. be sure to take
the time to review this information.

New AAr / AAt website
in conjunction with the formation of the AiHA registry Programs, llc, we have launched a new website. Please go to ww.aiharegistries.org
to view the new website for the AAr and AAt programs. Note you will need to create new bookmarks for pages that you frequently visit. the
links for the Approved organizations and board Approved Analysts registry web lists have remained the same, as has the link for the PAt
data entry Portal. we are aware of a few issues and missing links with the new website and are working to correct these. to access the cur-
rent 2009 lQAP fee schedule please go to: www.aiha.org/1documents/lab/2009lqapfees.pdf. the fee schedule for each of the AiHA registry
Programs, llc will be posted to the AiHA registry Programs, llc’s documents, Policies and fees
(www.aiha.org/llc_registry/documents.htm) web page as soon as it is available.  feel free to contact me with any comments or questions re-
garding the new website.

AAt sAmPle box iNserts
you will notice that the only insert include in the sample box is the AAt round results worksheet. from round 89 forward, the AAt dead-
lines and instructions for Asbestos Analysts testing (AAt) Participants and the AAt retest order form will no longer be included with your
samples, but will be available on the AiHA registry Programs, llc website at: www.aiha.org/llc_registry/program_aat.htm. this change is
being implemented in an effort to eliminate waste and lessen the effect of this program on the environment. many of you have indicated
that you do not keep these documents and they are disposed of upon receipt. Posting them online will allow you to access and print the
documents whenever necessary.  

AAt sAmPle fiber tyPe
from AAt round 89 forward, AAt samples will now be composed of Amosite fibers in odd-numbered rounds and chrysotile fibers in even-
numbered rounds. the AiHA Proficiency Analytical testing, llc’s iHPAt program for asbestos has been alternating chrysotile and amosite
rounds since 1988.  the addition of amosite rounds will make the AAt program a more well-rounded proficiency testing program. be aware
that the processes necessary to produce sample batches with reproducible fiber size, fiber bundles diameter, and concentration of amosite
fibers results in a large number of fibers near five micrometers in length. Amosite samples will provide a new challenge to the analyst’s abil-
ity to accurately estimate if fibers are longer than five micrometers.  However, the results from the iHPAt rounds have shown that the total
relative standard deviation for the amosite rounds has been consistently lower than chrysotile rounds and, if this trend continues for the AAt
program, these rounds will help to improve the overall performance of analysts in the program.  

AAt result cAlculAtioNs
from AAt round 89 forward, the AAt performance results will be determined using a more robust statistical processing.  
AiHA initiated the AAr program in december 1986. due to the aerosol sample generation and the number of participants, the more tradi-
tional method of treating asbestos data, square root transformation, was not possible. Asbestos results exhibit a non-symmetric distribution
of data and are traditionally treated to obtain approximately normal distributions. to accomplish this, asbestos data is transformed by tak-
ing the square root of all values prior to the calculation of standard deviation and performance limits, then restoring the reported values to
their original state by squaring the transformed results. NiosH and AiHA worked together to determine a statistical processing scheme that
would produce reliable and expected results. AAt performance limits since this time have been determined by ½ and 2 times the mean.
these practices have provided consistent performance results for the program. However, there is an inherent bias toward a greater number
of low outliers.  

when we changed the AAt sample generation to liquid filtration deposition in 2006 we began to reevaluate the statistical processing of AAt
results. the Proficiency testing taskforce and the Analytical Accreditation board reviewed the results of eight AAt rounds that were
processed by the original AAt statistics and transformed statistical processing, and have determined that there is no longer a reason not to
transform the AAt data. this change will take effect with the results for AAt round 89.

thank you for your continued participation in the Asbestos Analysts registry. 
best regards and thank you for your time,

carter dezio
manager, AiHA registry Programs, llc

a letter from the registry Programs manager
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Call for registry Programs
board applications
AiHA registry Programs, llc is seeking qualified volun-
teers to fill positions on the first registry Programs board
(rPb) that will be established in the coming months.  the
rPb will develop registry program policies and ensure
that organizations participating in AiHA registry pro-
grams, including the Asbestos Analysts registry (AAr),
conform to appropriate policies and technical require-
ments. members will also conduct thorough reviews of
registry applications and be responsible for establishing
proficiency testing programs requirements associated
with registry programs. board members will be required
to attend at least two face-to-face meetings each year for
which the travel expenses will generally be covered by
AiHA registry Programs, llc.

Applications must be completed and submitted to AiHA
by June 30. the application and information about the
registry Programs board can be found on the AiHA reg-
istry Programs website at www.aiharegistries.org under
“governance documents.”  for more information, contact
carter dezio at (703) 846-0755.

aiha affiliate laboratory Programs
cHeryl mortoN 
director
cmorton@aiha.org • 703-846-0789

scott goeriNger, PHd
manager, Quality systems
sgoeringer@aiha.org  • 703-846-0791

sAge morgANte
manager, marketing
smorgante@aiha.org  • 703-846-0799

ANtHoNy Hodge
Assistant manager
ahodge@aiha.org  • 703-846-0796

aiha laboratory aCCreditatioN Programs, llC
mArgie breidA
senior manager, operations
mbreida@aiha.org  • 703-846-0713

HeAtHer tHomPsoN
laboratory Accreditation Program specialist
hthompson@aiha.org  • 703-846-0716

oleNA bulgAkovA
laboratory Accreditation Program specialist  
obulgakova@aiha.org  • 703-846-0792

sHAliNi sAHA
laboratory Accreditation Program specialist
ssaha@aiha.org  • 703-846-0739

aiha ProfiCieNCy aNalytiCal testiNg Programs,llC
NAtAsHA mugAmbwA
manager
nmugambwa@aiha.org  • 703-846-0797

aiha registry Programs, llC
cArter deZio
manager
cdezio@aiha.org  • 703-846-0798

aiha 
Peter  o’ Neil, cAe
AiHA executive director
(703) 846-0760 • poneil@aiha.org

liNdsAy e. booHer, ciH, csP
AiHA President

2009 aNalytiCal aCCreditatioN board
chair PAmelA A. kostle, ciH
vice chair dAve sANdusky, ciH
Past chair lAurA mcmAHoN
tiANbAo bAi, PHd,  ciH • JAsoN dobrANic, PHd • sANdrA cruZ
AlleN iske, ciH, csP, PHd • gregg PArk • cHristiNe J. Powell
edwArd A. stuber, ciH • lArry Pierce, PHd, ciH
board liaison cyNtHiA ostrowski, ciH
chief site Assessor roNAld H. Peters, ciH

aiha registry 
Programs, llC

iNterNal audit struggles?

Conducting internal audits is an
iso/ieC 17025:2005 requirement
that most accredited laboratories
find challenging.  aiha laboratory
accreditation Programs, llC is
sponsoring a course at the aihce on
the requirements of iso/ieC
17025:2005. this will help you un-
derstand the standard.  

aihce, sunday, may 31 and monday, June 1 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. | fee: $399/$499
get your seat today by CalliNg 
sage morgaNte at 703-846-0799 

or goiNg oNliNe at the aihCe website
http://www.aiha.org/aihce09/education/course.aspx?id=501

registry Programs, llCCoNtaCts
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