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identification and/or quantitation) each laboratory shall have all analysts assess each
round robin sample independently and report all individual analysts’ results.
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PAT enrollment fees are non-refundable. If a laboratory decides not to participate in a
given PAT round but has received the samples, then the laboratory may return any
unopened samples for a refund. This refund is based on the actual PAT participation for
the year. The PT
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6A.2.2 Sample Distribution

Once a laboratory is enrolled in an AIHA PT Program, it shall receive the appropriate PT
samples for the next scheduled round. The frequency and duration of each round is
established by the individual laboratory quality assurance program, and may be as few as
two (2) rounds per year, or as many as four (4) rounds per year. The laboratory is
responsible for notifying the AIHA of any changes in laboratory status that may affect the
receipt of PT samples/information, such as a change in address or named recipient.

6A.2.3 Sample Receipt

Upon receipt of the AIHA PT samples, it is the responsibility of the laboratory to inspect
the shipment for any damage and to ensure that the correct samples were received. If
samples are damaged, then the laboratory shall notify the AIHA within 24 hours of
sample receipt to ensure timely replacement of samples for the laboratory to meet the
deadline for submission of data. Laboratories requesting special shipping for
replacement samples shall assume the cost of express carrier handling.

If the PT samples are not received by the laboratory in accordance with the predefined
schedule, then it shall be the responsibility of the laboratory to contact the AIHA within



one (1) week of the scheduled shipping date to notify them of failure to receive the PT
samples.

6A.2.4 PT Sample Analysis

AIHA PT Programs are performance based and the programs do not specify the use of
any particular analytical method when analyzing PT samples, except for asbestos.
Proficiency testing samples shall be analyzed using the same analytical procedure used
to test customer samples. Results or analysis of AIHA PT samples shall not be
discussed with other laboratories until the results have been published by AIHA.

6A.2.5 Submission of Data

The laboratory shall be responsible for the timely and proper submission of all PT sample
results to the AIHA. The laboratory shall submit data using the AIHA Data Entry Portal
on the AIHA web site. The data must be entered into the system by the specified
deadline. Data shall not be accepted after the scheduled close of a PT round.
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6A.2.8 Changes in PT Program Participation
A laboratory shall request changes to their participation in AIHA PT Programs in writing to
the AIHA. If revocation procedures have been initiated for a specific FoT/Method(s) due



to poor proficiency testing program performance, then the laboratory shall not be
permitted to alter its proficiency testing program participation to avert revocation
procedures. Acceptable reasons for PT participation changes include the following:

6A.2.8.1 Temporary Non-Participation
A laboratory may temporarily stop participation in an AIHA PT Program if their laboratory
is undergoing renovations, if equipment is being serviced or new equipment is on order,
or if they have a short-term personnel issue that prevents them from completing the
required analyses. The laboratory must obtain permission from the AIHA, prior to the
round closure date, to be excused from the PT round(s) in order for the laboratory’'s
proficiency status and/or laboratory accreditation to be unaffected. Any unexcused non-

participation shall result in outliers that will, ultimately,

impact the laboratory’'s

accreditation status. Excused non-participation shall not exceed two consecutive PT

rounds.
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Compressed Air Proficiency Testing (CAPT) Program
Contact Jianbo Yu at jby@u.washington.edu

Pharmaceutical Round Robin Proficiency Testing Program
Contact Sara Martens at SMartens@abbott.com

Workplace Analysis Scheme for Proficiency (WASP)
Health and Safety Laboratory - http://www.hsl.gov.uk/proficiency-testing/wasp.htm

Food Proficiency Testing
American Proficiency Institute - http://www.foodpt.com/

BGIA (German Social Accident Insurance, Institute for Occupational Safety)
http://www.dguv.de/bgia/en/fac/ring/index.jsp
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AIHA other “approved” proficiency testing PT Programs are those programs that are not
administered by and/or are under the direct control of the AIHA. There are two (2) types of non-
AIHA PT Programs
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